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tience of investigating a system which is but partial^
revealed, they esteem the laws of the material system
alone worthy the notice of a scientific mind ; and rid
themselves of the annoyance which the importunity
of a claim to miraculous power occasions them, by
discarding all the circumstances which fix its antece-
dent probability, all in which one Miracle differs from
another, the professed author, object, design, charac-
ter, and human instruments.

When this partial procedure is resisted, the a priori
objections of sceptical writers at once lose their force.
Facts are only so far improbable as they fall under no
general rule; whereas it is as parls of an existing
system that the Miracles of Scripture demand our
attention, as resulting from known attributes of God,
and corresponding to the ordinaiy arrangements of
His providence. Even as detached events they might
excite a rational awe towards the mysterious Author
of nature. But they are presented to us, not as un-
connected and unmeaning occurrences, but as holding
a place in an extensive plan of Divine government,
completing the moral system, connecting Man and his
Maker, and introducing him to the means of securing
his happiness in another and eternal state of being.
That such is the professed object of the body of
Christian Miracles, can hardly be denied. In the
earlier Religion it was substantially the same, though,
from the preparatory nature of the Dispensation, a